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2 Peoa Sage Bottom Fort

SAGE BorTOM FORT

n1865; Chief Blackhawk and-hi

watriors were:making;raids against
settlements of central Utah. As a
consequence,omMay 2, 1865, LDS Church
autherities warned the people of-Summit and
Wasatch Counties to protect themselves and
their property and to “put yourselves and
your amimals isf-such a condition that the
Indians:will be deprived of all opportunity of
taking life andistealing stock. .. ”

This warning, résulted in the people of Peoa
and Kamas nteving to an area they called Sage
Bottom (now Woodenshoe) where they
erected a fort known as “Sage Bottom Fort”
The people of Peoa lived on one side of the
fort and the Kamas people on the other.

This was the second fort built in Peoa and was

40.7096 degrees N

formed in part by houses being movedifrom
their original location en Fort Creekiin.Peoa.
Thegperimeter of the fort was formediby
placing the houses so close.together thfat, “it
was difficult for a man to walk betweéh” A’
well was dug inside the fort.to providejwater
for the inhabitants. The log méetinghduse,
built in Peoa in 1864, was meéyed:to tie Sage
Bottem Fort and used as adtoblhouse.

At that time, a road from PEa6vKa
passétlieast of the fort.tiearthe fobt of thérhill.
\Aftefthe Indian troubleshad subsided;ithe
homesiand meetinghdusé were movedBack
to.Pe®a; and theKanis peoplereturned.to
Kamasf b :

Thelotation of the fort isitogay Marked
large bolder.

-111.3387 degrees E

3 Peoa Cemetery Geology

GEOLOGY

hen the pioneers arrived in Peoa, a giant

outcropping of sandstone ruled over the north
end of the future settlement. This sandstone was to
play an important role in their lives. It was used as
foundation stones for almost all homes and barns
built for the next several decades. Sidewalks of
stepping-stones welcomed visitors to their homes.
Some homes, most notably Ola Pearson’s home, was
built exclusively of sandstone. Grave vaults and
headstones were also fashioned from this local
resource. The most prominent b ng in Peoa, the
church, was built of these beautiful red rocks.

‘The pioneers were new to the area, but the rocks had
been here for 30 million to 200 million years
according to modern geologists. They span the
Jurassic, Cretaceous and Tertiary geologic periods.
‘The formations themselves represent environments
that range from arid desert sand dunes, to deep-water
ocean bottoms, to explosive volcanic

present arrangement has been tilted up like a set of
geologic history books from the horizontal way they
were laid down.

40.7313 degrees N

4 Peoa Woodenshoe Park

he piece of land which the Peoa Park and arena

occupy was set

to the town of Peoa for use as a public park. It was an
odd triangular shaped piece which lay between the

original “Meadow Claims” es

shed by the pioneers

Over the ensuing yea:

ide by the early settlers and given very attractive and much utilized facility.

The area from here south, originally called *
Bottom,” became known as Woodenshoe because so

, it has been developed into a

The oldest layer is the Nugget Sandstone, thought to
be ancient fossilized sand dunes. Some have
wormbholes indicating a beach. The next is limestone
and shale and is called the Twin Creek Formation.
The fossils in this layer indicate a warm, shallow sea.

found in these formations include sea lilies,

ales, oyster shells, wormholes and other marine

life. The Morrison Formation is very thin here, but
further east near Vernal, Utah, where it is much
thicker, many fossilized dinosaur bones have been
found in such abundance that it has been set aside as
a national monument.

On top of these sedimentary layers is a ic layer
spewed out from the Keetley Volcanoes. The West
Hills are made up of this volcanic extrusion.
Prehistoric glaciers in the Uinta Mountains provided

enough meltwater to wash round rocks and boulders
over much of the bench area adding the final topping.

Geology students and profe
Lakes District universities come to Peoa every spring
to study these formations.
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on its north and the area to the south which was taken
up later and laid out on exact north / south gridlines
established by an official survey. For its first
hundred-plus years, it was referred to as “The Ball
Park” and was easily identified by the prominence of a
backstop and ball diamond. As time passed, the
property existed in various states of repair and usage.

In 1985, a group of citizens decided in order to get
greater benefit from the property, they would begin an
improvement project, which in time resulted in the
building of a pavilion, an arena and other amenities.

40.7167 degrees N

many Scandinavians, who wore wooden shoes, lived in
that part of town in the early days.

Peoa has also been home to several stores, post offices,
schools, garages, church houses, amusement and dance
halls, blacksmith shops, sawmills, rock quarries, a hotel
and a saloon. Farming in all its aspects has been the
foundation of life in Peoa.

The first telephone was installed in Peoa in the Peoa
post office in 1896. Electricity was brought to Peoa in
1920 with the first light being turned on December 11,

-111.3388 degrees E

961 W Center Street

40.7148 degrees N
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6 Weber River Chronology
1820-1920 George Carter Gravestone

WEBER RIVER HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY, 1820-1920

1820-1840  British and American fur trappers and mountain men, including Jim
Jedediah Smith, William Ashley, Peter Skene, Ogden, Etienne Provost,
Weber came into the Unita Mountain range. They charted the Weber
and other rivers, and discovered mountain passes and the Great Salt Lake.
1843-1853 Government explorers, John C. Fremont, E. G. Beckwith, and John
‘W, Gunnison provided more precise knowledge and mapping of the area for the
US. Army Corps of Topographical Engineers and later the US. Geographical
Survey.
ing the Mormon settlement in 1847, Brigham Young sent Robert Gardner,
to explore the headwaters of the Weber and Provo

1854-1867 Summit County was created by Utah Territorial Legislature. The
towns of Coalville, Hoytsville, Wanship, Rockport, Peoa, and Oakley on the upper
Weber River were founded.

1868 Union Pacific Railroad construction crews reached Echo Junction.

1869 Transcontinental Railroad was completed by the Union Pacific and the
Central Pacific Railroad at Promontory Summit in U

ah Central, Echo & Park City, Utah Northern, Denver & Rio
Grande, and the Heber Valley Railroad lines were built in northern Utah.

Logging via the Weber River and sawmill operations in Summit County co

N
QUMM

40.7863 degrees N

to provide hundreds of housands ofrailroad ties annually or projcts throughout
the area.

1872-1919  Park City Min ct production of high-grade silver was
measured in the millions of ounces. Thi slver was found in the famous Ontario,
Silver King, Flagstaff, McHenry, and scores of smaller mines, These mines ll
required huge quantities of mine-shoring timbers and cordwood.

THE GEORGE CARTER GRAVESTONE

George Carter was a logger who worked for Coe & Carter which supplied ties
during the construction of the Oregon Short Line Railroad. The track went from
the Utah Territory north through Idaho and on to Oregon. His crew was working
to dislodge alogjam of tes in the upper Weber River when he lost his balan

into the surging logs, and drowned. The foreman, Henry Sompson, saw to it that
George received a proper burial on a nea overlooking the river. (Sharp
1961,4)

rter, married a local Mormon girl named Emi y
ter their daughter Olive wrote this account: Father divided his
nearly 200 men into sections of 30 to a camp and each camp had a C
The men worked from the Provo River, north to the r River, wh
¢ 0. Here the railroad ties would be taken east to Granger, Wyoming
then unloaded and distributed on north through Wyoming and Idaho, info Oregon.

T
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Hoytsville 7 Three Mile 8 Osprey: The Fish 9 Wanship Dam and

Canyon Road Raptors of Rockport Rockport Reservoir

|
Wanship Dam and Rockport Reser‘&

Wanship Three Mile Canyon Road Osprey: The Fish Rag o 0C

Osprey are beautiful raptors well-adapted to lfe near lake, sea and
ocean shores. These birds catch three to four fish per day with their Io

b After plucking its prey from the water, the osprey carries
the a‘ippsry wiggly fish in a tight grip to the nest.

10 Wanship Station

Chalk Creek Rd.
Rockport

Reservoir

@

ing route over Big You can spot an osprey by looking for its sharply angled wings, dark

y rough and often closed because markings where the wings bend, and rapid dive to the water. Remember

of deep snow. to check the talons for prey as the osprey flies overhead. ( ) d
7 @ Peo a Parley Pratt wrote on June 22, 1850: i g - 1 1 ld F 0 rt an
2 h i Wanship Dam
; b s e i,
i Pandion halaetus k theirtown  for the irrigation needs of Summit 2010 eetong ° *
: i : B e i oo tn oyt Grist
Underside: white: filed a petition asking that the name benefits include recreation, flood

‘Wingspan: 55 10 70 inches
Helght: 21 10 24 inches

Diet: aimost exclusively ish
Range: found on almost every continent, near
large bodies of water. In a state as dry as Utah,
opsrey are typically found near lakes, ivers

be changed from Wanship Dam ~ control, power generation, and fish

12 Old Rock
School House

les.
ssuallyreturn t the same nest year after
year, and young birds pick new sites fo nesting.

I ate September, osprey begin migrating o
coastal Galforna, the guf of Texas, Mexico,
, Central America and South America.

Q Rockport has several nesting poles with osprey
nests. These bird typiclly nestin rock pilars

0 ortaltrees. They lay three o four eggs per year,
‘which hatch n five to six eeks.

Rockport State Park

40.7637 degrees N 40.7719 degrees N 40.7867 degrees N

-111.3974 degrees E -111.4068 degrees E -111.4092 degrees E 40.8175 degrees N
-111.4016 degrees E

40.8175 degrees N
-111.4016 degrees E

40.9144 degrees N
-111.3975 degrees E



Echo Canvon

13 Mormon Pioneer Trail / Pioneer Fortifications

n May of 1857, President James =

Buchannan ordered a United States Army &
0f 2,500 men to march to Utah. The army
was commanded by Colonel Albert Sidney
Johnston. His assignment was to quell
reported difficulties between appointed
government officials and Brigham Young,
governor of the territory. The following
spring, 500 additional soldiers were sent to
join Colonel Johnston, giving him an army of 3,000 men to confront the
Utah Militia. Sending the U.S. Army out west was a result of falsehoods
concerning the conditions in Utah, lack of communication, and politics.
Accompanying the army was Alfred Cumming, who had been appointed P> ~sifall
to replace Brigham Young as governor. US. Ammy on it way to Utah, 1857.

Salt Lake City, circa 185

President James Buchannan Colonel Johnston Governor Cumming

The Utah War — The Mormon Response ==t

'he U.S. Army was well along its way to Utah when Brigham Young learned it was

coming. Church leaders held a council and decided to call out the Utah Militia.
The first objective was to detain the U.S. Army in the Fort Bridger area over the
winter. The second objective was to fortify Echo Canyon, and in the spring, stop the
U.S. Army’s progress into Utah.

Major Lot Smith and others of the Utah Militia were
dispatched to the area east of Fort Bridger to escort
incoming Mormon immigrants and to disrupt the
advance of the U.S. Army. While there, the Milita
burned 74 U.S. Army supply wagons and their
cargoes. They also burned Fort Bridger and Fort
Supply, which were owned by the Mormon Church.
Because of this opposition, the U.S. Army was forced to spend the winter at Camp.
s Scott, which the army constructed near Fort Bridger.

The last 35 miles of the
Army’s march from present-
day Granger, Wyoming, to
present-day Fort Bridger,
Wyoming, were in a blinding 7

snowstorm, with temperatures

as low as minus 23° Fahrenheit. The Army lost 3,000 head
of cattle, and 70 of 120 horses died. With such a shortage
of horses, soldiers pulled the wagons 4 miles to gather

| wood needed for their fires.

y October 1, 1857, 1,300 men of the Utah Militia were stationed in the Echo
Canyon narrows, and by December, the Militia had grown to about 2,000 men.
During that brief period (about 2 months for
most of the men), the Militia constructed
breastworks up on the sides of the cliffs,
| dug trenches, dammed the creck, built
mounds, and constructed “Wickiup City,”
which consisted of a few log houses and
some tents, but mostly “wickiups” made of
poles, willows, and grass with dirt roofs.
.. With the U.S. Army wintered down at Camp Scott in Wyoming, all but 58 of the
Militiamen retured to their homes until the following spring of 1858. Those
remaining were to guard the outpost and watch for further movement of the U.S. Army.

Fortifications:

- Breastworks: Stone walls were built on ledges of the cliffs o protect Militiamen from cnems fire.
‘They were constructed of uncut stones without mortar, 2- o 4-feet high. At least 14
are located in a Y-mile stretch.

Three i Fcho Canyon.

“The trenches were 350 feet apart, and when filled with water, were 12 fect wide and 6 feet decp.

- Dirt Walls: Between the ditches were parallel dirt walls, mounds, and breastworks of ocks and dirtfor ==+~
protection and movement of Militiamen.

- Zigzag trench: Alarge, S00-foot-long, zigzag trench was built high on the south side of the canyon 1o protect Militiamen
from enemy fire.

~The dam: A 30-foot-wide and 16-foot-high dam was
constructed %-mile down the canyon from the lastditch
for the purpose of backing up the creck. The Army was
forced to ravel dircctly below the clff 5o rocks could be
dropped on them.

i o 54T, Byt
s o o 00 ot 5ty LS . v S

B Mg b gt S ey st
N s i b (5 e e i e e
i Wik, Thwsot

y February 1858, misunderstandings began to clear away.

Colonel Thomas L. Kane, a friend of the Mormons, met in
Washington with President Buchanan and tried to work out a
peaceful settlement. Kane traveled via Panama and California
to Salt Lake, where he met with Brigham Young, who agreed to
let Governor Cumming enter Salt Lake without the U.S. Army.
Colonel Kane then went to Camp Scott with that message. He i
was not well received by Colonel Johnston, who arrested him
asa spy. Nevertheless, Colonel Kane was successful in convincing Colonel Johnston o allow
Governor Cumming to travel with him to Salt Lake, without the Army.

0

GOEIRE| K. 2nd Cumming were escorted through Echo Canyon by members of the Utah Militia. They

b were taken through at night to impress Cumming with the fortifications. Bonfires were lit along
the mountain ledges to illuminate the high, overhanging walls. The scene was made more

ominous by the sharply spoken demands, counter-signs, the clanking of arms, and a campfire.
After a group of Militia at the first check point had engaged the incoming Governor, they were
(unbeknownst to the Governor) direeted to hurry down to the next checkpoint. The Governor
was again confronted in military fashion by many of the same people. After a third similar
confrontation, the group was allowed to move on to Salt Lake, arriving there on April
Later, Cumming was displeased about his having been deceived.

Governor Cumming was accepted by the peaple as the new governor and reported the true
state of affairs to Washington. President Buchanan sent a peace commission of three men to
Salt Lake City who arrived on June 7, 1858, with a pardon
from President Buchanan. Brigham Young accepted the
pardon. On June 26, 1858, 3,000 soldiers of the U.S. Army,
commanded by Colonel Johnston, passed peacefully through |
Salt Lake and established Camp Floyd. 40 miles 10 the south
By mid-1861, the soldiers of the U.S. Army had left Utah
Territory to participate in the Civil War.

1I-80 E. Rest Area ECHO
2 miles from Echo, I-80 Eastbound, Exit 170

40.9504 degrees N

-111.4070 degrees E

14 Castle Rock

CASTLE ROCK
THE COTTAGE
THE DEVIES POST QFFICI

SIFE-QF:

PONY EXPRESS AND STAGE STATION

MORMON VANGUARD €CAMI2 7/15/1847

BRIGHAM'S MONUMENT ORSENTINEL ROCK <
-©
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Eastbound, Exit 185
41.1211 degrees N -111.1918 degrees E

15 Breastworks

41.0916 degrees N -111.2267 degrees E
Westbound from Castle Rock Emory Exit 178

16 Echo Flour Mill

Early settlers recognized the good ranching and into flour and sold from the mill to stores in
farming prospects of northern Summit County: Echo and Coalville and to miners in Grass

An abundance of water from the Weber and Creek. The mill building was a local landmark
Echo Creek allowed for crops of hardy grains. until 1964, when it was demolished to make way
So, on this site in the spring of 1871, William for a new interstate highway. The Echo Flour
Turpin began construction of a mill to grind Mill site is dedicated to the memory of

wheat. Using red pine lumber brought from a Marguerite Jones Wright, who lived at the
sawmill five miles up Echo Canyon, it took two ‘mill until she was eighteen years old.

years and cost $8,000 to complete the three-story
structure. Two large round burrs, made of stone
hard enough to grind wheat without leaving grit
in the flour, were imported from France. One of
these burrs now resides in front of the Henefer
Daughters of Utah Pioneers cabin. The flour mill
converted to the roller process in 1893, though
use of the burrs continued for chopping cattle
feed until 1906. Alfred R. Jones and his brother
John S. Jones purchased the mill in 1899.
Alfred’s son, Marlow, purchased John’s share of
the operations in 1914, and the mill continued in
regular use until 1942, Farmers brought their
grist from as far away as Fort Bridger, Wyoming,
and Woodruff, Utah. Every fall, the mill owners
purchased one or two railroad cars of wheat,
‘which had been shipped from the Wellsville

~ Co-op in Cache Valley. The wheat was ground

40.9789 degrees N -111.4268 degrees E

17 Pony Express &
The Battle of the Signs

The Battle of the Signs

n 1913 there was no federal highway

system in the United States. That year
an entrepreneur named Carl J. Fisher
originated the idea of creating a coast-
to-coast route that he called the Lincoln
Highway. It roughly followed the route of
today’s Interstate Highway 80.
When those planning the route reached Echo,
Utah, the iniial decision was to have the Lincol
Highway tumn south and reach Salt Lake City via
Coalville and Parleys Canyon. Ogden businesses
and civic leaders protested the Coalvill route, and
with the help of Governor Wiliam Spry, they were
successful in getting the Lincoln Highway officials to
change the route 1o go through Ogden and then to
Salt Lake City.
‘The new routing sparked a highway signs “war”
between the communities of the two routes, each
claiming thei route to be the “real” Lincoln Highway.
The first to enter the fray was Coalville, when in
1914 a group erected a sign at Echo junction. The
sign extolled the benefits of traveling the 48 miles to
Salt Lake City via Coalville, compared with the 90-
mile journey by way of Ogden. With arrows pointing
in the direction of Coalvill, the sign claimed that
route s the Lincoln Highway.

In early 1915, the Lincoln Highway Association
‘dropped Ogden from the route and returned the
highway to the Coalville route. Ogden and Weber
County interests were still opposed to the Coalville

LEFT: The sign put up by Coalville
people in 1914 started the dispute
between Ogden and Coalville interests
regarding how o attract travelers to go
through their communities.

BELOW: The feud tapered off afer a

new sign from Sait Lake City and Ogden

backers essentially routed travelers on
Ogden route.

sign, and according to a Salt Lake Tribune

article on May 6th, Ogden interests threatened =
to dynamite the sign unless it was removed — and Ogden
immediately. Ten days later, a family from Salt Lake Salt Lake Ci T OtED

City came upon the sign lying in the middie of the. Weicome You 10,

road To 03der thence 36 miles 10
B STy over.paved highway 3
rocuanom CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. o~ worw crvies

road, the supporting posts having been sawed
off. Stil standing was a sign directing motorists.
When the Coalville sign was replaced,
mention of Ogden was painted over and replaced
by reference to Parleys Canyon.
When the national highway system came into
effect in the 1920s, the Lincoln Highway and
other named routes were left on the trash heap

A SPECIAL THANKS to
Jesse Petersen, former

of history. The route from Wyoming to Ogden prasident of the Lincol

became part of U.S. Highway 30, and the Coalville Highway Association, who

route became part of three highways: U.S. 189, provided the information and

State Route 530, and U.S. 40. photos displayed here. “5Togic Looe W

40.9728 degrees N -111.4385 degrees E

Ogden 33 mi.

Evanston,
WY 7 mi.

o Mormon Trail/
Pony Express

Lincoln Hwy



Echo ® Henefer

18 Iron Rails / Control of Influence

cho was midway *
between the Union
Pacific division points of
Ogden and Evanston.

Echo was a logical choice a5 am & Smmmih SRy
for the railroad to develop N o wf' firicisda iahe

because. it was at.the coaling towet, water.tower, turtable;
bottom of a steep climb up  four-stall 7"9:79 hm\JNEe t:m other
servicing facilities. Waterwas . Echo soon became Summit County's

Echo Canyon. AtECho, the gignibutother suppiies were . canter o cormmorce wih warehouses
coal burning steam engines brought in by rail. “Helper* engines,  ful avgr&.enss. hardware and dry
needed to take on coal, stationed at Echo, were attached to  goods. The discoyery-of silver

. astbound trains fo assist them up i Park City and coal in Coalville
water and sand for traction. e steep canyon climb. spurred the construction of branch
lines. With four to six engines
stationed in Echo and hundreds.
of men needed to maintain the
equipment and roadbed, it looked like
Echo might puise into fame,

o Woe T e oo oo )

beginning for a place that may
become famous.” Edward Sloan
reported fewer than six buildings
before Christmas but fifty houses four

cho, influenced by the

trappers, settlers, gold
seekers and others passing
through, grevkgradually a$
a multi-cultural community. . on the railroad and
When news arrived in Salt Lake its importance
City that the transcontinental  protect the access
railroad would pass through peMeracplonies

P in the Salt Lake

Echa Canyon, Brigham Young = ley and Weber
Jr. purchased the entire ECho  canyon. His Plan for Echo cuy
valley from founder James encased 280 by 290 blocks. The
Bromley for a mere $200. Deseret News reported *. . . small

Young Jr., a son of
the former Mormon
Chumh Presment

s o o Pl i
By 1868, Echo was a big town but
it did not grow into the city Young
Jr. had hoped. The quest for an
all-Mormon community failed, due to
the outside influences of the railroad
and the mining rush. The pulse of
? the railroad continued to pump life
into Echo, and the town did not die
g as did most towns
along the line.

|

| his favorites. In any case, advertis

plural marriage in an important town fike.
Echo was not a good idea, as Utah was.
attempting to gain statehood.

b

e railroad grade threading
Weber and Echo Canyons

was a consideration for aimost
every locomotive the Union
Pacific has ever operated. In
the age of steam, Echo was an
important stop, servicing several
dozen engines every day.

Alocomotive's first stop would be
the inspection pit where workers
would crawl over and under it
to look for worn or broken parts.
Before leaving the pit, the lube
reservoirs were topped off and

«moving parts greased.

Next, the engine was moved to
the water tower where its tender
was filled with hundreds of
gallons of water. At the coaling
tower, the tender was loaded with
tons of coal. Dry sand was added
to tanks above the engine’s

boiler. The engine then moved to
the ash pit, and the thick layer of
cinders and ash from the firepan
were dumped. Finally, the engine
was placed on the ready track for
its next assignment, weeks later.

oung J:desgned e o
0 0-oct ki avenes cesi

(et

e ade i o i ' v

acific dignitaries. Not all of Brigham
Young's wives were represented with street
names. Perhaps Young Jr. did not choose.
to honor them all, oPhe may have selected

40.9808 Degrees N -111.4461 Degrees E

“] Was Put in Charge of the Road”

With the establishment of Mormon settlements
in Utah Territory and the gold rush in California,
Lhere was a great need for communication

vt Stage Compans Bromley,
cho's first settler, arrived here in July 1854
[ wie s charge of the Webeo Stage Mesticn
until 1856, driving the mail coach and six mules,
carrying passengers and the monthly mail.
The first Pony Express rider reached Bromley's
Weber Station on April 7, 1860. Bromley was the
superintendent in charge of the Salt Lake
Division. The ponies ran for 18 months until
October 24, 1861, when the completion of the
transcontinental telegraph made their services
unnecessary.

e road rom Fort Bridger
it g i o
Jrom. 1849

ke City o used by vrious
1t passcngos for 20 pea

Echo City

Mormons settled in Echo Canyon in 1861 and
marketed produce to a steady stream of
travelers. In 1868, thousands of Mormon men
were employed by the railroad to bore tunnels
and build grades. Trish workers set the ties and
laid the rails. Construction in Echo and Weber
canyons was the most challenging along the
entire Union Pacific route.

In 1865, Bromley went into business for himself,
established a ueneral store, built Ec h s first

otel, and in late ecame a r:
Brossley Mlad o0 Meceh: 11, 1897, and is buried
in the city cemetery to your left at the base of
the hill.

s put i chre o the
e, ity
. Tudians,

This 1868 view at the mouth of Echo Canyon shows Bromiey’s
generalstore awd the od Pomy, Espress stion bekind and o

On October 15, 1868, Brigham Young Jr.
urcl entire valley from James E.
Bromley for $200 and designated it Echo City.

Deseret Evening News reporter Edward Slone
wrote of seeing fe half-a-dozen
buildings here before Christmas 1868 but over

50, four weeks later. The first locomotive
reached Echo City January 16, 1869, and was

met with joyful celebration. Completion of the
transcontinental railroad essentially ended an
era in America, the westward migration of
settlers by wagon train

ik s originl e 8ot e e,
g e il

Young s

e i homor of Union Paciic digniiaries

e it constrction o completon st the deviopment
of Eoho City. “Surely the adtvent Wm” pcific Railroad inio our
ot an peace vleys o/t moniaims broughi dical changes

1o our prople.for both good and evi

“Enterprising Young Men”

The canyon to your right and the river that flows The St. Louis based beaver fur trade reached its
through it are named for John H. Weber, a peak in the 1830s. By 1840, most beaver had
former Danish sea captain who came to America  been trapped out, and the fashion world was

in 1810. Following paths established by native  calling for silk instead of beaver to make men’s
Ute and Shoshone, Weber arrived here in 1824, top hats. With the decline of the western beaver
leading a group of trappers employed by the fur trade, many former trappers and mountain
Ashley-Henry fur trading enterprise of St. Louis, men took to guiding travelers and land hungry
Missouri. They came to the Rocky Mountains in  settlers west.

search of adventure and quick profits. They

found the Wasatch country teeming with beaver

and carried back tales of lush valleys where land

could be had for the taking

o e e o b el ere i grat dewe
b ushiomabie dandies in Europe and the ustern.
Sedboan af the United States i th earty 13005

From the late 1840s through the 1860, an exodus  In 1847, Brigham You

R 0 Mo pus by here o 143 en,

their way to their “New Zion” in Utah. &

R0 Newroc, s o Febuary 154 from the Oregon Trali to head southnrest to the

T Great Salt Lal ands of other Mormons

escape religious persecution, then spent  soon I'nll(vvn-d oday; a marked 1G24n

B it meea of sesseni cay Council

Bluffs, lowa and Omaha, Nebraska.

n e party of
children slong the Platte
g they departed

Truppers usuaiy wore buckkins, butian wade.
and aften guity docorated, A Rint Sty (e,
il ponede, b, sinining kg e ol
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20 Temple Camp

TEMPLE CAMP AND
SUPPLICATION HILLS

On Saturday, July 17, 1847, Brigham Young and the main
group of pioneers left their camp a mile up Echo Canyon
and due to Brigham’s illness, traveled only 2-1/2 miles.
Their camp of July 17-18, was .4 mile west of this marker
on the east bank of the Weber River. Sabbath meeungs
were held in the Temple Camp on the 18th. Bri;
S el e e ey Before rejoining the camp, they rolled large rocks down
then he fell into a deep sleep and awakened feeling much from the top of the mountain to amuse themselves. As they
better. Their prayers were answered. returned, they passed by a lone conglomerate column
(Sentinel Rock) about 125 feet high, which is visible to the
northeast of this marker.
They also told of seeing other
chimney-like rock towers
situated in nearby hollows.

top of the mountain, they dressed for temple prayer and
pled to the Lord in behalf of President Young and others
who were sick in camp, the saints who were following,
and for their own wives and children who were left
behind at Winter Quarters.

At about 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 17,
four members of the Quorum of
Twelve and six other brethren,
ascended the high and steep
“Supplication Hills” to the
northeast of this marker.
After walking about 2 miles
from Temple Camp to the
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21 Witches

Witch Rocks

rederick Piercy passed by these formations in

1853. He was so impressed that he made a
sketch and wrote about them in his journal

“We passed many remarkable rocks today,
but none | think so much so as Witches Bluffs,
on the east bank of Weber river. They are more

else. Out of compliment to their resemblance
to ladies | made a sketch of them.”

Captain Albert Tracy and the
1858 Camp at Witch Rocks

July 21, 1858—You have reached the mouth of the
cafion and first by a rise and then a descent, you drop
suddenly, upon the bank of the Weber River, which
flows within a hundred yards of your front. Turning to
the right, with the road, we pass on, with more tents of
sage at our right and left (Weber Station)—and, having
compassed the space of two o three miles, go into
‘camp opposite to what we called the Witch Rocks.

appearance is exceeding weird and witch-like. | make
yesterday an indifferent sketch in pencil, and also
today—for that we rest once in camp-a sketch of the
mouth of the cafion above, which | visit, in company
the Witch Rocks are of basak They jut upwards. with Captain Tidball. Retuning by the bank of the
through the smooth surface of a rounded hill, and Weber, we visit with Surgeon “Joe” Bailey, with rod /ABOVE: Witch Rocks as
form a cluster, so singularly like figures in kirtles and and line, and he informs us that pound trout have they appear today, and
steeple-hats, or bonnets that they have received been pulled out of the water just this side of camp. as Captain Albert Tracy
the appellation stated. At moonlight, and with their But “Joey” did not exhibit upon his own part, any such skatched them in 1658.
lengthened shadows stretching above the hill, trout. Mormon green onions, as brought in, and held . 2
their appearance is exceeding above the hil, their for sale in this camp, are seventy-five cents per bunch. i oar R

|
40.9936 degrees N -111.4585 degrees E

July 22, 1858—Like unto those of the cafion,

22 Weber River Crossing

WEBER RIVER CROSSING
AND CAMPSITE

The first known overland travelers to cross the Weber As wagons tried to cross the river, 2 to 4 feet deep and 100

River, at a point .4-mile directly in front of this marker, feet wide, many mishaps took place. A ferry or raft, run by
Li and De Reed the M was being used 825 feet above this crossing

parties of 1846. It was at this crossing that Lansford as early as 1850. A footbridge was built at the Weber

Hastings left a note telling the Donner-Reed Party not to Crossing in November 1857 by members of the Utah

go through Weber Canyon. As a result of this note, the Militia, and by 1859 a bridge was built that could handle

Donner-Reed Company blazed the trail from Henefer stage coaches. Horace Greeley called it “the Shaky Pole

Valley to Salt Lake Valley, which the Mormons followed Bridge.” Forney’s Bridge, erected by the U.S. Army in

in 1847 and for the next 22 years. 1858, was located west-southwest of the “Witches Rocks.”

The Mormon Pioneer Company of 1847 forded the river
here on three different days: Orson Pratt’s Advance Party
on July 15, the Main Group on July 19, and Brigham
Young’s small group of 15 wagons on July 20. Brigham
Young’s small group, which stayed with

him because of his illness, camped
1/4 mile upstream from the
crossing.

Both sides of the crossing were used as
campsites by pioncer companies, and
some who died were buried ther

Fording the Weber River
was dangerous.

Henefer Camp Dedicated September 1998

Site No. 519

Centerville Chapter
ite No. 86

Deputy Sheriff Rodney Badger
Gave His Life

The first known Utah law enforcement officer to
give his life in the line of duty was Great Salt
Lake County Deputy Sheriff Rodney Badger,
one of the original 1847 pioneers. b

drowned in 1853 in the Weber River while

family members. They may have gone on
California which was the family’s destination
when they joined the wagon train.

Eighteen months passed before the remains
of Deputy Badger were found on an island
1-1/2 miles below the place he entered the
water. His remains were returned to Salt
Lake City where his w:fe ST
children resided. Ros
iminelos in bhs elt 1 o 1 15». Ward
Bishopric at the time of his

on assignment from Brigham Young to
assist pioneers who were fording the river.
On April 29, 1853, several wagons were
lined up along the river, waiting to make
the treacherous crossing. The water was
ice cold and running fast and deep. The

e

In a letter informing Badger’s wife of the
Anilcnin: i dhilaves: wabtos Hektio: tragedy, an eye witness, William H.
malte the crossing: The father waa yiven
stern warnings by the wagon master and
Deputy Badger to ford the river without his
family. These warnings were ignored. As the
wagon entered the river, the strong current
began to drag it uncontrollably downstream into
deeper water. The wagon overturned, spilling the
mother and children into the frigid waters. The father
remained with the team. Without hesitation, Deputy Badger  On April 25, 1996, 143 years after he gave his life in the line
dove into the river and rescued the mother and four of the of duty, the Purple Heart and Medal of Honor were awarded
children. Continuing to ignore his own safety, Deputy to Rodney Badger and given to his descendants by the Salt
Badger swam back out to retrieve the remaining two Lake County Sheriff’s Office. A sketch of his likeness
children. The elements finally overcame him, and he appears on this plaque.

disappeared from sight, giving his life to save others. The
river also claimed the lives of the two children which “Greater love hath no man than this,
30-year-old Deputy Badger attempted to save. An immediate that a man lay down his life
search located the body of one child the next day. The body for his friends.”

feeling while I write overpowers me,
what must be yours, his wife, to lose a i
who was beloved by all men who knew him....It

is useless to say the shock to me is great and the
2amp ia i gloom. P.S. The mother and four children

of the second child was not located until three months later. ~John 15:13

History does not record what happened to the surviving

Erected by the descendants of Rodney Badger and 3

the Centerville Chapter of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers  Dedicated September 1998 Site #87
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For more Markers and Monuments Database in Summit County, Utah: https:

The Mormon Pioneer Trail

West to Zion

“The Mormon migration from Nauvoo, [llinois, to the Valley of the
Great Salt Lake, in the mid 1840s, was a movement of an entire
people, an entire religion, and an entire culture driven by religious

military fashion, grouped into companies of 1
Discipiine, hard work, mutual assistance, and devotional practices
‘were part of their daily routine on the trail

Knowing that others would follow, they improved the trail and
built support facilities. Businesses, such as ferries, were
established to help finance the movement. The story of the
Mormon Pioneer Trail is the story of the best organized mass
‘migration in American history.
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The Pony Express Trail

“10 Days to San Francisco!”

The developmient of a central overland

, and Ut rapid
east-west communication essential to the nation. From April 1860
to October 1861, the Pony Express, using a horse and rider relay
system to deliver the mail, became the nations most direct an
fastest means of communication before the completion of the
tinental telegraph.
“It is important that mail facilities, so indispensable for the
diffusion of information...should be afforded to our citizens
west of the Rocky Mountains.”
~U. 8 President James K. Polk
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The California Trail

The Way West

The California Trail was first developed in
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26 The Mormon Pioneer Trail / Pony Express / California Trail

John’s Park
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26 Utah War Johnstons Army

“Citizens of Utah - We are Invaded by a R B

Hostile Force!”

The Utah War

frequent between federal
over how the Utah territory would be

President Buchanan dispatched
{roops to suppress a reported

strategic
and Salt Lake City, Utah. Ne

Valley unopposed.

In the late 1850, disagreements became more
officials and Mormons

administered. Tensions became so great that U.S.
0 U.S. Army

jared martial law:

. Negotiations during the
spring of 1858 defused the crisis, and on Thursday,
June 24, 1858, “Johnston’s Army” passed this way
over Hogsback Summit and entered the Salt Lake

Spring Creek Station

During the bitter winter of 157-55, Spring C
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27 Weber Station and Camp Weber

Weber Station and Camp Weber

[ e Utah W the Mormons stabsted
a camp on the Weber River. On October 17,
1857, this camp was known as Weber Station.
Hosea Stout recorded the event. “Moved Camp
‘one mile below the mouth of Echo and on the
Weber bottom and called it Weber Station
leaving a small force to see to the works here
and keep house.” On December 4, 1857, the
following orders were sent to John Winder by
Daniel Wells:

“At your station on the Weber you wil also
keep a lookout, and guard the road at night,

on other duty. Build a good horse corra, and
stables. Remove the houses into a fort
line and then picket the remainder. Keep a trail
Weber to the citizen’s road. Be

strict in the issue of rations and feed.”

On December 7th, Winder started moving
houses within the picket e and buiding corrals.
He reported the fort was to be completed by
December 15th

Weber Station remained an important stopping
place along the emigrant trail ntil the stage line
came in 1859 and a station was constructed.

Horace Greeley gave this description of the area:

“The Weber is, perhaps, a litle larger than
the Bear, and runs through a deep, narrow,
rugged valley, with o cultivation as far as we
saw it. Two “groceries,” a blacksmith’s-shop,
and the mail-station, are all the habitations we
passed in following down it some four or five

miles to the shaky pole-bridge, on which we
crossed, though it s usually fordable.”

A new road up Siver Creek Canyon was
‘completed in 1860, and by 1861 most all traffic to
and from the Salt Lake Valley used this new road
and did not cross Big Mountain. On April 7, 1860,
‘Captain Albert Tracy reported that the station at
the mouth of Echo Canyon was re-arranged.

The Army in Echo: Camp Weber, 1912
The camp, shown above, was described in an ariicle in writen in
The Coalville Times, September 1912.

“Located at the mouth of beautiful Echo canyon, and just across
Weber River, opposite the famous Pulpit Rock, the soldiers from Ft.
It certai an imposing
sight to see so many tents pitched, and the horses, mules and
‘supply wagons in their order, on the grounds. It was a big day for

“Making now along
the level, and fording at length the stream
from island to island, we are enabled to

reach by about five in the evening, the station
established at the mouth of Echo Canyon.
Thus it happens, that ha

Echo, as their
hr o day, and the citzens appreciatod it 4O - HENE
(T

of
visited their camp during the day. The boys

ve
been recently arranged with reference to what
is called the “Pony Express.”

y in our midst, and
we hope they will make Echo their camping 5 3
place again at some future date.” "SToRic Looe TER
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